Tervan

Formal vs. Informal: TU, Usted & Ustedes — =.p—
Essentials

Registro y formas de tratamiento

Understand it - Entiéndelo

Three ways to say “you” - Tres maneras de decir “you”

Spanish has three: tU for one person you know well or who is your peer, usted for
one person you want to treat with respect, and ustedes for two or more people,
formal or not. Choose by relationship and setting, then keep the choice consistent
in the verb, the pronouns and the possessives.

English Spanish
Can you help me? (informal, singular) ¢TU puedes ayudarme?
TU: Pronoun

Can you help me? (respectful, singular) | ;Usted puede ayudarme?
Usted: Pronoun

Can you all help me? :Ustedes pueden ayudarme?
Ustedes: Pronoun

Notes
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Tervan

Formal vs. Informal: TU, Usted & Ustedes — =.p—
Essentials

Registro y formas de tratamiento

Use it - Usalo

Build it step by step - Constriyelo paso a paso

English Spanish
How are you? (tu) iCémo estds?

estas: Verb — action or state
How are you? (usted) iCémo esta?

esta: Verb — action or state

Try it - Inténtalo

Ask for help using tU, usted, and ustedes.

Self-check - Comprueba tu respuesta

¢(Puedes ayudarme? j;Puede ayudarme? ;Pueden ayudarme? Context identifies the
person when the pronoun is omitted.

Common mistake - Error comun

Usted is not always required with every adult. Follow context and preference
rather than assuming one rule fits everyone.

Notes
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