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Conditional: Would & Polite Requests
Condicional

Grammar hints: bold = subject; underline = verb; italics = object; bold with a gray
highlight = negation. The labels below each example explain its roles.

Understand it - Entiéndelo

“Would” in Spanish - “Would” en espanol

The conditional does three jobs: it softens a request (;podrias ayudarme?), it says
what would happen in an imagined situation (viajaria mas), and it reports what
someone said would happen (dijo que vendria).

English Spanish

| would like to learn more. Me gustaria aprender mas.
fa: Ending — changing part

Could you help me? (tu) ¢Podrias ayudarme?
fas: Ending — changing part

| would go with you. Yo iria contigo.
fa: Ending — changing part

Build it step by step - Constriyelo paso a paso

English Spanish

| have time. Tengo tiempo.

| would have time tomorrow. Tendria tiempo mafana.
ia: Ending — changing part

Try it - Inténtalo

Make a polite request for help using poder with td and usted.
Self-check - Comprueba tu respuesta

¢Podrias ayudarme? ;Podria ayudarme?

Asking politely - Pedir con cortesia
Softer than the present - Mas suave que el presente

The conditional adds distance, and distance sounds polite. jPuedes pasarme la sal? is
direct, jpodrias pasarme la sal? is gentler, and ; podria pasarmela? with usted is the
most respectful.
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English

Spanish

Could you pass me the salt? (td)

¢Podrias pasarme la sal?
Podrias: Verb — action or state

is? (usted)

Could you tell me where the bathroom

;Podria decirme dénde esté el bafo?
Podria: Verb — action or state

| would like a coffee, please.

Me gustaria un café, por favor.

Me gustaria: Verb — action or state

Would you like to come with us?

¢Te qustaria venir con nosotros?
Te gustaria: Verb — action or state

| would like to ask a question.

Querria hacer una pregunta.

Querria: Verb — action or state

Would you mind waiting a moment?
(usted)

¢Le importaria esperar un momento?
Le importaria: Verb — action or state

What | would do - Lo que haria

English

Spanish

| would travel more if | had time.

Viajaria mas si tuviera tiempo.
Viajaria: Verb — action or state

Ana would buy a house in Ponce.

Ana comgrarl'a una casa en Ponce.
compraria: Verb — action or state

What would you do?

¢ Qué harias ta?
harias: Verb — action or state

| would not say that.

Yo no diria eso.
diria: Verb — action or state

What they said would happen - Lo que dijeron que pasaria

English

Spanish

Ana said she would come tomorrow.

Ana dijo que vendria mafana.
vendria: Verb — action or state

| thought they would arrive early.

Pensé que llegarian temprano.

llegarian: Verb — action or state

He promised me that he would call.

Me prometié que llamaria.
llamaria: Verb — action or state

Tervan Page 2 of 4 - v0.62.0 - © 2026 Mark Tervan. All rights reserved.

gomarvan.onrender.com



1§ Conditional: Would & Polite Requests =B

Condicional

Infinitive plus an ending - Infinitivo mas terminacion
One rule - Una sola regla

Add -ia, -ias, -ia, -ilamos, -ian to the whole infinitive. It works the same for -ar, -er and
-ir verbs.

English Spanish
to speak: I, you, he or she, we, they hablar: hablaria, hablarias, hablaria,
would speak hablariamos, hablarian

to eat: |, you, he or she, we, they would | comer: comeria, comerias, comeria,
eat comeriamos, comerian

to live: |, you, he or she, we, they would | vivir: viviria, vivirias, viviria, viviriamos,
live vivirian

Common mistake - Error comun

Conditional endings resemble imperfect -er/-ir endings, but attach to the whole
infinitive or irregular future stem.

Irregular stems - Raices irrequlares

The same stems as the future - Los mismos troncos del futuro

A short list of verbs change the infinitive before the same endings. In our verb lists:
decir (dir-), hacer (har-), poder (podr-), poner (pondr-), querer (querr-), saber (sabr-),
salir (saldr-), tener (tendr-), venir (vendr-). Haber follows the pattern too (habr-). The
future uses the same stems.

English Spanish

to have: |, you, he or she, we, they tener: tendria, tendrias, tendria,
would have tendriamos, tendrian

to be able: I, you, he or she, we, they poder: podria, podrias, podria,
could podriamos, podrian

to do: I, you, he or she, we, they would hacer: haria, harias, haria, hariamos,
do harian

to say: |, you, he or she, we, they would | decir: diria, dirias, diria, dirilamos, dirian
say

to come: |, you, he or she, we, they venir: vendria, vendrias, vendria,
would come vendriamos, vendrian

Worked choice - Decisién explicada

Ana said she would come tomorrow: Ana dijo que mafana (venir). Answer:
vendria. Someone is reporting what a person said would happen, so use the
conditional, and venir uses the stem vendr-.
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The other “would” - Otro “would”
Watch “would” - Ojo con “would”

English also uses would for a past habit. Spanish uses the imperfect for that: de nifo
iba, not iria. Use the conditional when the meaning is what would happen under some
condition.

English Spanish
As a child, | would go to the beach every | De nifio, iba a la playa cada verano.
summer. iba: Verb — action or state
| would go to the beach if | could. Iria a la playa si pudiera.
Irfa: Verb — action or state

Try it yourself - Practica por tu cuenta

Write the conditional (or the imperfect if it is a past habit): 1. (poder) ;  ayudarme,
por favor? (tu) 2. (gustar) Me __ un café. 3. (viajar) Yo ___ mas si tuviera tiempo. 4.
(tener) Nosotros _ mas tiempo con otro horario. 5. (hacer) ;Qué __ td en mi lugar?
6. (decir) Ella dijo que ___ la verdad (a promise for later). 7. (venir) Mis primos dijeron
gue el sdbado (a plan for Saturday). 8. (ser) Con mas dinero, la vida ___ mas facil.
9. (saber) Yono ___ qué hacer (I would not know). 10. (ir) De nifio, mi abuelo ___ al
mercado cada sabado.

Answers with reasons - Respuestas con razones

1. podrias (irregular stem podr-). 2. gustaria (regular: gustar + ia). 3. viajaria. 4.
tendriamos (tendr-). 5. harias (har-). 6. diria (dir-). 7. vendrian (vendr-). 8. seria (ser +
ia). 9. sabria (sabr-). 10. iba: a repeated past habit takes the imperfect, not the
conditional.

Notes
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