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Emotion, Doubt & Uncertainty

Emocién, duda e incertidumbre

Grammar hints: bold = subject; underline = verb; italics = object; bold with a gray
highlight = negation. The labels below each example explain its roles.
Understand it - Entiéndelo

| react, doubt, or am sure - Reacciono o dudo, o estoy seguro

The mood follows your stance toward the fact. Reacting to it (me alegra que) or
doubting it (dudo que, no creo que) takes the subjunctive. Being sure of it (sé que,
creo que) takes the indicative.

English Spanish

| am glad you are here. Me alegra que estés aqui.
estés: Verb — action or state

| doubt Ana will come. Dudo que Ana venga.

venga: Verb — action or state

| do not think it will rain. No creo que llueva.
llueva: Verb — action or state

Build it step by step - Constriyelo paso a paso

English Spanish

| think Ana is coming. Creo que Ana viene.
viene: Verb — action or state

| do not think Ana is coming. No creo que Ana venga.
venga: Verb — action or state

Try it - Inténtalo

Compare “Creo que Ana...” with “No creo que Ana...” using venir.

Self-check - Comprueba tu respuesta

Creo que Ana viene. No creo que Ana venga.

Common mistake - Error comun

Do Inf?t label subjunctive as always unreal. Me alegra que estés aqui can describe a
real fact.

Feelings - Emociones
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Feelings about someone else - Sentir algo sobre otra persona

A feeling about what someone else does or is opens the subjunctive: me alegra que,
siento que, me sorprende que, tengo miedo de que. The fact itself may be real; the

subjunctive marks your reaction.

English

Spanish

| am sorry you cannot come.

Siento que no puedas venir.
Siento: Verb — action or state; puedas: Verb — action
or state

Ana is afraid it will rain.

Ana tiene miedo de que llueva.
tiene miedo: Verb — action or state; llueva: Verb —
action or state

It surprises me that you know so much.

Me sorprende que sepas tanto.

sorprende: Verb — action or state; sepas: Verb —
action or state

| love that you are coming today.

Me encanta que vengan hoy.
encanta: Verb — action or state; vengan: Verb —
action or state

Doubt and denial - Duda y negacion

The door of doubt - La puerta de la duda

Doubt and denial take the subjunctive: dudo que, no creo que, no es verdad que,
quizas. Notice that creo que (I think so) does not: the affirmative is a statement of

belief.

English

Spanish

| do not think it is cold.

No creo que haga frio.
creo: Verb — action or state; haga: Verb — action or
state

It is not true that it is easy.

No es verdad que sea facil.
es verdad: Verb — action or state; sea: Verb — action
or state

| doubt they know the answer.

Dudo que ellos sepan la respuesta.
Dudo: Verb — action or state; sepan: Verb — action or
state

Maybe it will rain tomorrow.

Quizés llueva manana.
Quizas: Verb — action or state; llueva: Verb — action
or state
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Worked choice - Decisién explicada

No creo que (llover) manfnana. Answer: llueva. No creo que denies a belief, so the
clause takes the subjunctive. Llover has only one person, so llueva is the form.

Certainty - Certeza

When you are sure, indicative - Si estas seguro, indicativo

Certainty returns to the indicative: sé que, es verdad que, estoy seguro de que. A
doubt that is negated also does: no dudo que tienes razén, because you are saying

you are sure.

English

Spanish

| know you are tired.

Sé que estas cansada.
Sé: Verb — action or state; estas: Verb — action or
state

It is true that it is cold.

Es verdad que hace frio.
Es verdad: Verb — action or state; hace: Verb —
action or state

| do not doubt that you are right.

No dudo que tienes razén.
dudo: Verb — action or state; tienes: Verb — action or
state

| am sure he is coming.

Estoy sequro de que viene.
Estoy seguro: Verb — action or state; viene: Verb —
action or state

One subject - Un solo sujeto
With one subject - Con un solo sujeto

When the person who feels and the person who acts are the same, drop que and use
the infinitive: espero poder ir. Use que with the subjunctive when the subject

changes: espero que puedas ir.

English

Spanish

| am glad to be here.

Me alegra estar aqui.
estar: Verb — action or state

| hope to be able to go. /| hope you can
go.

Espero poder ir. / Espero que puedas ir.
poder: Verb — action or state; puedas: Verb — action
or state
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Try it yourself - Practica por tu cuenta

Choose the form of the verb: 1. Me alegra que tu (estar) __ aqui. 2. Creo que Ana
(venir) __ hoy. 3. Dudo que ellos (saber) _ la respuesta. 4. No creo que (llover)
mafana. 5. Sé que tu (tener) __ razén. 6. Siento que no (poder, td) __ venir (Il am
sorry). 7. Es verdad que (hacer) __ frio. 8. Quizas Ana (llegar) __ tarde. 9. Espero
(poder, yo) __ir. 10. No dudo que ustedes (ser) __ amables.

Answers with reasons - Respuestas con razones

1. estés: a feeling about someone else. 2. viene: a belief, indicative. 3. sepan: doubt.
4. llueva: a denied belief. 5. tienes: certainty. 6. puedas: a feeling about someone
else. 7. hace: certainty. 8. llegue: quizas takes the subjunctive when you are unsure
(llegara is also used when you think it likely). 9. poder: one subject, so an infinitive.
10. son: not doubting means you are sure.

Notes
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