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Registro y formas de tratamiento

Formal vs. Informal: TU, Usted & Ustedes

Registro y formas de tratamiento

Grammar hints: bold = subject; underline = verb; italics = object; bold with a gray
highlight = negation. The labels below each example explain its roles.

Understand it - Entiéndelo
Three ways to say “you” - Tres maneras de decir “you”

Spanish has three: tu for one person you know well or who is your peer, usted for one
person you want to treat with respect, and ustedes for two or more people, formal or
not. Choose by relationship and setting, then keep the choice consistent in the verb,
the pronouns and the possessives.

English Spanish

Can you help me? (informal, singular) ¢TU puedes ayudarme?
Ta: Pronoun

Can you help me? (respectful, singular) | ;Usted puede ayudarme?
Usted: Pronoun

Can you all help me? ¢Ustedes pueden ayudarme?
Ustedes: Pronoun

Build it step by step - Constriyelo paso a paso

English Spanish

How are you? (tu) iCémo estds?
estas: Verb — action or state

How are you? (usted) iCémo estd?
esta: Verb — action or state

Try it - Inténtalo
Ask for help using tu, usted, and ustedes.
Self-check - Comprueba tu respuesta

:(Puedes ayudarme? jPuede ayudarme? ;Pueden ayudarme? Context identifies the
person when the pronoun is omitted.

Common mistake - Error comun

Usted is not always required with every adult. Follow context and preference rather
than assuming one rule fits everyone.
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Who gets which form - Quién es quién

How to choose - Cédmo elegir

When you are unsure, usted is the safer start with a stranger, an older person orin a
formal setting. Many speakers will invite you to switch (puedes tutearme). Habits
differ by family, age and region, so follow the other person’s lead.

English

Spanish

Hi, Luis, how are you? (a friend, so tu)

Hola, Luis, ;jcoOmo estas?
stas?: Verb — action or state

Good morning, Mrs. Rivera, how are
you? (usted)

Buenos dias, sefiora Rivera, ;cémo esta?
sté?: Verb — action or state

Kids, do you want to play? (ustedes)

Nifios, ;quieren jugar?
uieren : Verb — action or state

Professor, can you repeat the question?
(usted)

Profesor, ;puede repetir la pregunta?
uede : Verb — action or state

Dofia Carmen, do you need help? (usted)

Dofia Carmen, jnecesita ayuda?
ecesita : Verb — action or state

One verb, three forms - Un verbo, tres formas
Only one new form - Solo una forma nueva

Usted uses the same verb form as él and ella, and ustedes uses the same form as
ellos and ellas. Only tu has endings of its own (-as, -es). Latin American Spanish,
Puerto Rico included, uses ustedes for every group; vosotros belongs to Spain.

English

Spanish

you speak (informal) / you speak
(respectful) / you all speak

td hablas / usted habla / ustedes hablan

you eat (informal) / you eat (respectful) /
you all eat

tu comes / usted come / ustedes comen

you live (informal) / you live (respectful)
/ you all live

td vives / usted vive / ustedes viven

you are (informal) / you are (respectful) /
you all are

td eres / usted es / ustedes son

you have (informal) / you have
(respectful) / you all have

tu tienes / usted tiene / ustedes tienen
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Worked choice - Decisién explicada

A stranger on the street: ;  puede decirme dénde esta la farmacia? Answer: usted.
A stranger calls for usted, and puede is the verb form that matches it. T4 would need
puedes.

Your, you and to you - Tu, su, te, le

Stay consistent - Mantén la misma forma

The choice shows up in more than the verb: tu and te go with td, su and le go with
usted. Su can also mean his, her or their, so add de usted when it is unclear: la casa
de usted.

English Spanish

Your house is pretty (informal). / Your Tu casa es bonita. / Su casa es bonita.
house is pretty (respectful).

| give you my number (informal). / | give | Te doy mi nimero. / Le doy mi numero.
you my number (respectful).

What is your name? (informal) / What is | ;Como te llamas? / ;COmo se llama?
your name? (respectful)

This is for you (informal). / This is for you | Esto es para ti. / Esto es para usted.
(respectful).

Asking politely - Pedir con cortesia
Commands change too - Los mandatos cambian

The tu command matches the él form (habla), while usted and ustedes use the
subjunctive forms (hable, hablen). For a negative tU command, use no hables.

English Spanish
Speak more slowly. (td) / (usted) / Habla mas despacio. / Hable mas
(ustedes) despacio. / Hablen mas despacio.

Wait a moment. (td) / (usted) / (ustedes) @ Espera un momento. / Espere un
momento. / Esperen un momento.

Come in. (tU) / (usted) / (ustedes) Pasa. / Pase. / Pasen.

Tell me your name. (td) / (usted) Dime tu nombre. / Digame su nombre.

Common mistake - Error comun

Do not mix registers in one sentence. jUsted puedes ayudarme? uses usted with a td
verb. Say jUsted puede ayudarme? or ;TU puedes ayudarme?
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Try it yourself - Practica por tu cuenta

Rewrite for usted: 1. ;Cémo te llamas? 2. ;Puedes ayudarme? 3. Tu casa es grande.
4. Te doy mi niumero. 5. Espera un momento. Rewrite for ustedes: 6. ;Tienes tiempo?
7. Habla mas despacio. Choose tu, usted or ustedes: 8. A friend’s grandmother you
met today. 9. A classmate your age. 10. Three coworkers at a meeting.

Answers with reasons - Respuestas con razones

1. ;Cémo se llama? 2. ;Puede ayudarme? 3. Su casa es grande. 4. Le doy mi ndmero.
5. Espere un momento. 6. ;Tienen tiempo? 7. Hablen méas despacio. 8. Usted is the
safer start with someone you have just met and who is older; she may invite you to
use tu. 9. TuU: a peer. 10. Ustedes: more than one person, and it works whether the
setting is formal or friendly.

Notes
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